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Slaying Suspect 
Hefa in 2 Cases 


Oakland and Berkeley po¬ 
lice. investigating two sepa¬ 
rate crimes, discovered ttis 
week they had independently 
come up with the name ofUie 
same suspect. fTj' 

-lhat was Michael S\Ja ck- 
* son/ 20, of 8/y 44th ^ 

1 laj {a now a suspect in the 
1/ jan.* 31 knife murder of three 
1 persons in an Oakland mortu- 
s ary and the Jan. 21 rape- 
3 kidnap of a woman in Berke- 
P ley. 

Spokesmen in both agencies 
refused to discuss what evi- 
Lt dence they have linking Jack- 
ta son with either crime, ai- 
ra though Sgt. Fred Farkas of 
tio the Oakland police homicide 
inf detail said there was soli 
cu: physical evidence that Jack 
sai son was involved in the mor- 
tuary slayings. 

J Two brothers* traced 

pea 

Court tomorrow on the kid- 
nap-rape charges, when Oak¬ 
land police will probably ask 
that he be held to appear here 
on the triple murder charges. 


through descriptions by wit- 
nesses of their auto cense 
number, were originally ar 
tested for the Berkeley kid- 
nap-rape. according to police 
Inspector A1 Chellew. 

They were Kenneth Davis. 

20 and his brother, Samuel. 

21 both of 843 43rd St.. Oak- 
land—a block from Jackson s 

h °But Samuel Davis was sub¬ 
sequently cleared Chellew 
said, and released last Tues¬ 
day when the investigation 
began pointing to Jackson as 

the second rape suspect. 
When Chellew went to Oak¬ 
land police seeking informa¬ 
tion about Jackson, Sgt. far- 
kas learned of the inquiry an 
the two departments estab- 
lished a joint investigation. 

In the Berkeley case, a 23- 
vear-old woman was abducted 
from the 2600 block of Stuart 
Street by two men who pulled 
her screaming into their car. 
Neighbors dashed to her aid 
and caught her by the legs. 


her. 

Police said the victim was 
raped by both men, robbed of 
two rings, beaten and left tied 
to a tree in the hill area. 

The Oakland mortuary mur¬ 
ders, 10 daVs later, left care¬ 
taker Clareficc Bryant, 75, his 

Se! DorisUS; and mortuary 

science /student Michael 
17 ' all stabbed to 
f tile Albert Brown 
,y 3476 Piedmont 
jerelall three lived. 
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..J5ording to Inspector Chel- 
lew and Sgt. Farkas, Berkeley 
police called Jackson’s father 
and told him an arrest war¬ 
rant had been issued for' his 
son. Late Friday, the father 
and son arrived at Berkeley 
police headquarters, where 
the youth surrendered. 


Farkas and his partner, Sgt. 
Lewis Mace, had already ob¬ 
tained arrest and search war¬ 
rants for Jackson in connec¬ 
tion with the mortuary kill¬ 
ings. After Jackson was in 
custody in Berkeley, Farkas 
said, they searched his home. 

Jackson is expected to ap¬ 
pear in Berkeley Municipal 
Court tomorrow on the kid- 
. nap-rape charges, when Oak¬ 
land police will probably ask 
that he be held to appear here 
* on the triple murder charges. 




Complajnt Filed 
In triple Killing 

A complaifit charing Mi ^ ua l perversion and one count 


chael 


Jackson y itnTfieof 
Lwn Mortuary mur- 


Albert Bi 
ders was signed yesterday by 
Sgt. Fred Farkas of the Oak¬ 
land Police Department. 

Jackson was arraigned in 
Berkeley yesterday on five 
counts of kidnap, rape and 
robbery in a separate case 10 
days before the murders. 

The complaint signed by 
Farkas also charged Jackson 
with one count of burglary 
and one count of robbery. 

Jackson was surrendered by 
his father last Friday after 
Berkeley police issued a war¬ 
rant for his arrest for investi¬ 
gation of the Jan. 21 rape- 
kidnap and robbery of a 23- 
year-old woman who was 
dragged screaming into a car 
on Stuart Street by two men. 

She was raped by both men, 
robbed of two rings, beaten, 
then abandoned in the hill 


kidnaping 
Judge Brunn set 9 a.m. 
Feb. 22 for preliminary hear¬ 
ing. Jackson is being held in 
lieu of $30,000 bail. 


TendaysBS^^Wf -Tan. 31, 
three persons— caretaker 
Clarence Bryant, 75, his wife, 
Doris, 68, and science student 
Michael Moore, 27—were 
stabbed to death at Albert 
albert Brown Mortuary, 3476 
Piedmont Ave., where all 
three lived. 

Following a weeklong inves¬ 
tigation, Oakland police came 
up with the name of Jackson 
as a prime suspect in the 
mortuary murders, and is¬ 
sued a warrant for his arrest 
at the same time Berkeley 
police took him into custody. 

Jackson, of 879 44th St., 
Oakland, pleaded not guilty 
before Berkeley Municipal 
Court Judge Geroge Brunn on 
two counts of rape, one count 
of robbery, two counts of sex- 
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Entered in 
Triple Slaying 

.^Mic hael \ Jackson/ 20, 
pftadciT lnumftrn to - iriurder 
charges yesterday in connec¬ 
tion with the slaying of three 
persons in the Albert Brown 
mortuary Jan. 31. 

Oakland Municipal Court 
Judge J. Robert Friborg set 
March 8 for his preliminary 
examination. 

Caretakers Clarence Bryant, 
75, and his wife, Doris, 68, 
and student nlortician Mi¬ 
chael Moore, r7, were all 
found dead at thp mortuary. 

Oakland Police Sgt. Fred 
Farkas said extensive help 
from residents near the mor¬ 
tuary, at 3746 Piedmont Ave., 
had enabled police to prepare 
their case against Jackson. 

Farkas praised the resi¬ 
dents of the neighborhood for 
their help. 


layings 
Bound Over 

, Michael Jackson, 120, was 
orcJerCtfLiuuiid o^crto Alame¬ 
da County Superior Court to 
stand trial on charges of mur¬ 
dering three persons in the 
Albert Brown Mortuary Jan. 
29. 


Judge J. Robert Friborg of 
Oakland Municipal Court yes¬ 
terday ordered Jackson, of 879 
44th St., to appear for ar¬ 
raignment in Superior Court 
April 15. Jackson is being 
held without bail. 


He is charged with three 
counts of murder and one 
count each of burglary, kid¬ 
naping, sexual perversion, 
rape, and assault with a dead¬ 
ly weapon. 

The murder charges stem 
from the triple slaying in the 
mortuary, where caretakers 
Clarence Bryant, 75, and his 
wife, Doris, 68, and student 
mortician Michael Moore, 27, 
were all found hacked to 
death by knife. 

The other charges stem 
from an incident in Berkeley 
10 days before the mortuary 
killings in which a young 
woman was dragged into a 
passing car and raped. 

Judge Friborg ordered 
Jackson bound over for trial 
following a preliminary exam¬ 
ination in Municipal Court. 







3 Mortuary 
Deaths: Plea 

<tfWc3ftce 

Michael S. (Jackson, 1 } 20, 
"charged with munlt-mis three 
persons at the Albert Brown 
Mortuary Jan. 29, pleaded in¬ 
nocent to 11 felony counts in 
Alameda Superior Court to- 
day. 

Judge William J. McGui- 
ness ordered Jackson, who is 
being held without bail, to 
court on May 9 for a trial 
date. 

Jackson’s attorney, Clinton 
White, said he was reserving 
the right to enter a plea of not 
guilty by reason of insanity. 

Jackson is the first man to 
be arraigned on a capital of¬ 
fense in Alameda County 
since the new state death pen¬ 
alty became effective in Janu¬ 
ary. Under the new law, the 
death penalty can be consid¬ 
ered for murder of two or 
more persons. 

C m iilo r i t h r mr- 1 "" 1 - — 

son is charged with one count 

of burglary and, stemming 
from the rape of a 23-year-old 
Berkeley woman Jan. 21, of 
kidnap, two counts of rape, 
armed robbery, assault with a 
deadly weapon and two counts 
of sex perversion. 

White said he would chal¬ 
lenge the consitutionality of 
the death penalty. 

The murder and burglary 
charges stem from the deaths 
of Clarence Bryant, 75, and 
his wife, Doris, 68, and a 
student mortician, Michael 
Moore, 27. . 

Kenneth Davis, 20, pleaded 
guilty to charges stemming 
from the Berkeley rape and is 
now serving a two-to-50-year 
prison term. - 
According to witnesses, the 
Berkeley woman was dragged 
from the sidewalk by two 
men. She was raped, beaten 
and robbed and left tied to a 
tree in Tilden Park. 


Witness Says Suspect in 
Mortuary Before Slayings 

. e 1U7A «. • r ^ iMAirtn 


Mortuary in an AC Transit bus. 


triple stabbing murders in 
January: 

• Appeared at the mortuary 
about 7 p.m. Jan 29, the night 
before the murders, and was 
given a 20 to 30-minute tour of 
the premises after telling an 
employe that he was interest¬ 
ed in becoming a mortuary 

student. . 

• Was known to be seeking 
embalming fluid to try out a 
new formula for making “syn¬ 
thetic weed/* a compound 
normally concocted of 
chopped parsley and animal 
tranquilizer, which gives a 
“high” when smoked. 

• Spoke to an acquaintance 
about robbing a mortuary, 
then, after showing the ac¬ 
quaintance a knife, indicated 
that the Albert Brown Mortu- 
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Innocent Plea in 

Mortuary Deaths 

Michael S.^Jackson], 20, 
d&rged wllh imirdei ing'fhree 
persons at the Albert Brown 
Mortuary Jan. 29, pleaded in¬ 
nocent to 11 felony counts in 
Alameda Superior Court yes¬ 
terday. 

Judge William J. McGui- 
ness ordered Jackson to court 
on May 9 for a trial date. 

Jackson's attorney, Clinton 
White, said he was reserving 
the right to enter a plea of not 
guilty by reason of insanity. 

Besides the murders, Jack- 
son is charged with burglary 
and, stemming from the rape 
of a 23-year-old Berkeley 
woman Jan. 21, of kidnap, 
rape, armed robbery, assault 
with a deadly weapon and sex 
perversion. 


• Appeared at the home of a 
friend who normally “ran 
with him about 9:30 or 10 p.m. 
the night before the murders 
were discovered with a bottle 
of “ether.” which matched, 
both in bottle and substance, 
the appearance of the pink 
embalming fluid used at Al¬ 
bert Brown Mortuary. 

Jackson, tall, slender and 
clean shaven, appeared yes¬ 
terday before Oakland Munic¬ 
ipal Court Judge J. Robert 
Friborg for his preliminary 
hearing on charges that he 
murdered three persons who 
lived on the premises at the 
Brown Mortuary, an elderly 
caretaking couple, Clarence 
Brvant, 75, and his wife, Dor- 
is,*68, and a student undertak¬ 
er, Michael Moore, 27. 

All were found in the mortu¬ 
ary early the morning of Jan. 

31, dead of a a frenzied and 
efficient stabbing attack. 

Alameda County forensic 
pathologist Dr. George S. Lo- 
quvam testified that a knife 
with a 7- to 9-inch blade and 
one sharpened sid e had in- 

Bryant, 13 on his wife, and 
dozen on young Moore. 

Loquvam was the first pros¬ 
ecution witness to take the 
stand after Judge Friborg 
called the hearing to order, 
recited a number of constitu¬ 
tional rights to the defendant, 
then, addressing Jackson di¬ 
rectly said, “There is the 
possibility that the death pen¬ 
alty may be involved here. I 
wouldn’t want you to be sur¬ 
prised by that at a later 
time.” 

Defense attorney is Clinton 
W. White and Albert Melol- 
ing, deputy district attorney, 
is prosecuting. 

Jackson, 20. a former Laney 
College student, is held at the 
Alameda County jail on 
charges of murder, burglary 
and robbery, all stemming 
from the mortuary incident. 
He also faces five counts of 
kidnap, rape and robbery re¬ 


sulting from an incident 10 
days before the murders in 
which a young woman was 
dragged screaming into a car 
on Stuart Street in Berkeley. 
Jackson lives at 879 44th St. 

The hearing was adjourned 
at 5 p.m. and was continued 
until 10 a.m., March 29. 

Lloyd Davis, a Brown Mor¬ 
tuary embalmer, said the de¬ 
fendant came to the mortuary 
about 7 p.m. Jan. 29. 

“He came to the side door. 
He said he was looking for 
part-time work. 1 talked to 
him 15 or 20 minutes before I 
invited him in.” The visitor 
said he wanted to enroll in 
mortuary school, Davis said, 
so, during the tour of the 
layout, he introduced Jackson 
to Moore, whose door hap¬ 
pened to be open. 

“Since he wanted to go to 
mortuary college and Mike 
was a student at mortuary 
college, I introduced them,” 
Davis said. “He was very 
polite the night he came to 
see me,” the embalmer add¬ 
ed. 

Davis also identified the 
embalming fluid used at the 
mortuary as “Firmoil,” 
which he said is “quite pink.” 













3 Mortuary 
Deaths; Trial 
Set Aug. 5 

Trial has been set for Aug. 

5 for an Oakland man accused 
of slaying two elderly mortu¬ 
ary operators and an appren¬ 
tice mortician last January 
29 

J- W iw>.' 

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge William McGui- 


robbery, kidnaping and sex 
perversion. Pretrial hearings 
will begin July 19. 

Jackson pleaded innocent 
April 29 to murdering Clar¬ 
ence Bryant, 75; his wife, Dor¬ 
is, 68, and student mortician 
Michael Moore, 27. The three 
victims were found hacked to 
death in the Albert Brown 
mortuary. 

Jackson also has pleaded 
innocent to other charges 
stemming from the Jan. 21 
abduction of a 23-year-old 
Berkeley woman who was 
robbed, raped, beaten and left 
tied to a tree in Tilden Park. 

ed guilty to the same charges 
and is now serving a two-to- 
50-year prison term. 

Jackson was the first sus¬ 
pect to be arraigned for a 
capital offense in Alameda 
County since the new state 
death penalty became effec¬ 
tive in January. Under the 
statute the death penalty can 
be considered in cases of mul¬ 
tiple murder. Defense attor¬ 
ney Clinton White said he 
would challenge the constitu¬ 
tionality of the law. 


ness yesterdays ordered_Mii. 
ch ael VJackson, j 20, to stand 
Tal oiTll counts of murder, 



The trial of four men ac¬ 
cused of murder in the so- 
called “Zebra*’ slayings will 
be delayed three weeks be¬ 
cause a defense attorney is 
involved in an Alameda Coun¬ 
ty murder trial, San Francis¬ 
co Superior Court Judge Jo¬ 
seph Karesh said yesterday. 

Defense attorney Clinton 
White, who represents three 
of the four “Zebra” suspects, 
is a court-appointed attorney 
in the Oakland murder trial of 
Lance Brown. Brown is ac¬ 
cused of killing an East Oak¬ 
land grocer Feb. 17 and a 
Grove Street liquor clerk two 
years ago. Jury selection will 
begin in Alameda County Su¬ 
perior Court tomorrow. 

Judge Karesh met with Ala¬ 
meda County Superior Court 
Judge Harold Hove and said 
the two judges agreed that 
White will try the Alameda 
case first and when it is com¬ 
pleted, jury selection will 


commence in the San Francis¬ 
co ‘Zebra* trial. 

In the San Francisco case. 

White is representing Larry 
C. Green, J.C. Simon, and 
Manuel Moore. The fourth de¬ 
fendant is Jessie Cooks, who 
is represented by Roger Pi- 
erucci. 

Following the completion of 
the Zebra trial, Judge Karesh 
said White will return ^la-K 
meda County t or epxeserrtivl r 
chael *wwr\vlio is accused \ 
in the triple slaying of two ^ 
elderly mortuary operators 
and an apprentice mortician 
at the Albert Brown Mortuary 
last Jan. 29. 

Representing White in court 
yesterday was John Cruik- 
shank, the defense attorney’s 
associate. When asked by 
Judge Karesh where White 
was, Cruikshank said he was 
awaiting a verdict in a San 
Jose case. 



. Murderer of 
Woman Gets 
Life Sentence 

George Carnegie of Oak¬ 
land, who pleaded guilty to 
the robbery-slaying of a Cas¬ 
tro Valley mother of two, has 
been sentenced to life in pris¬ 
on. 

Superior Court Judge Har¬ 
old Hove also remanded the 
18-year-old to prison on con¬ 
current five-year-to-life terms 
for the armed robbery of the 
Pizza Hut at 70 Eastmont 
Mall, Oakland, and another 
Pizza Hut at. 310 MacArthur 
Blvd., San Leandro, both in 
October, 1974. 

Carnegie pleaded guilty to 
first-degree murder in the 
slaying of Mrs. Edythe M. 
LaFleur of 1826 Madison Ave., 
Castro Valley, last Oct. 14. 
She was shot as she tried to 
block Carnegie’s escape after 
he robbed the Jubilee Bar at 
4712 East 14th St. 

Meanwhile, Carnegie, along 
with two other accused mur\ 
derers^_Michael $1 Ja^ksmu 
and WesTey Grayson, lsawait- 
ing trial for attacking a fellow 
prisoner who, authorities said, 
reported that the three 
planned to murder one of the 
jailers where the men are 
held in the courthouse jail. 






Button Key 
Trial Evidence 


*A^7wr EUK ~“ 

A man’s jacket button found 
beside the body of one of three 
victims of the Albert Brown 
Mortuary mass murder of 
1974 has become a part of key 
evIdence^jiniirHrial of Mi- 
- chael S( Jackson, ;22. - 

AUeSCilpUun of the brown 
and white button was given 


custodian Hans Langschwager 
when he reported to work in 
the morning, all had multiple 
stab wounds apparently in¬ 
flicted by a seven to nine inch 
knife. 


_ was _ _ 

yesterday by Oakland police 
Sgt. Lewis Mace, a homicide 
investigator who was first on 
the scene of the slayings at 
the funeral home at 3476 Pied¬ 
mont Ave. Jan. 31, 1974. 

He testified before a jury of 
eight women and four men 
empaneled by Superior Court 
Judge Stanley P. Golde. The 
trial could lead to a death 
penalty. 

Sgt. Mace said he noted the 
button with a pair of specta¬ 
cles beside the body of Mrs 
Doris Bryant, 68, a live-in 
night phone receptionist, in a 
side corridor. 

_Jp reach it __ 

past the body of her husband, 

Clarence Bryant, 75, which 
lay in a hallway near the 
entrance. A heavy ashtray, 
which apparently Mr. Bryant 
was carrying as a weapon, 
was on the floor. 

When he spotted the button 
beside the wife, Mr. Mace 
testified “it did not fit the 
clothing she was wearing.” 
He went into the chapel where 
among overturned pews he 
saw “a pair of men’s feet 
protruding into the aisle.” It 
was the body of Michael 
Moore, 27, a mortuary train¬ 
ee. 

The bodies, discovered by 


Prosecutor John L. Taylor 
contends that Mr. Jackson 
had toured the mortuary 
shortly before with the expla¬ 
nation that he was interested 
in becoming a mortician. The 
defendant’s objective, he said, 
was to steal bottles of formal¬ 
dehyde to soak “parsley reef¬ 
ers for sale to narcotics 
users at $5 apiece. A trail of 
broken embalming fluid bot¬ 
tles was found. 

Berkeley police Inspector A1 
Chellew testified he investi¬ 
gated Mr. Jackson as a sus¬ 
pect in a two-man kidnap- 
rape-robbery of a 23-year-old 
woman Jan. 21, 1974. 


4‘fth St., accompanied by Oak¬ 
land homicide Sgt. Fred Far- 
kas, on Feb. 8. 

He was seeking as evidence 
a brown jacket, described by 
the rape victim. Mr. Jack- 
son s father turned over a 
jacket from his son’s closet. A 
button was missing from it. 
Mr. Jackson during interoga- 
tion by Inspector Chellew 
asked if a button was missing 
from the coat, a fact recog¬ 
nized by Sgt. Farkas; Mr. 
Chellew stated. 

The youth denied he ha' 
anything to do with the kill 
ings, the officer testified. 
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Mortuary 

Murderer 

Convicted 


found SuiTty—yesterday of 
hacking and stabbfiig three 
persons to death in-the Albert 
Brown Mortuary, 3476 Pied- 
mont Ave. 

tuf aC,C !? n ' who '- n ce visited 
the mortuary on the pretext of 
Planmng a mortuary' career, 
could be sentenced to death 
under any one of nine special 
circumstances, “according to 
Dep. Dist. Atty. John Taylor 
who prosecuted the case. 

A jury of eight women and 
four men returned, three ver¬ 
dicts of first degree murder 
and one of first degree burgla¬ 
ry late yesterday in the court 
of Superior Court Judge Stan- 
Guide. The jury had 
deliberated three days follow- 
mg completion of a trial that 
started May 3. Oakland attor¬ 
ney Clinton White handled . 
Jackson’s defense. 

The same jury will convene 
again Tuesday in Golde’s 
courtroom to consider the spe- 

C l a l i rcumstance s under 
which the death penalty could 
he imposed. 
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A superior court jury has 
decreed death for mortuary 
slayer .Michael Jackson, 23, 
but his atttfnrey-nmtefids the 
defense was precluded by 
state law from presenting 
mitigating circumstances sur¬ 
rounding his client’s acts. 

A panel of eight women and 
and four men, which had con¬ 
victed Jackson of first degree 
murder in a triple killing in 
the Albert Brown Mortuary 
Jan. 31, 1974, found in penalty 
phase deliberation there were 
six special circumstances 
mandating capital punish¬ 
ment. 

The jury handed its decision 
to Judge Stanley P. Golde 
yesterday after deliberating a 
day and a half on the circum¬ 
stances surrounding the 
deaths. The court set Aug. 6 

I for a motion for a new trial, 
further argument on the con¬ 
stitutionality of California’s 
death law, a probation report 
and passage of sentence. 

Defense counsel Clinton W. 
wmre “c* 

Supreme Court’s latest deci¬ 
sion on mandatory state death 
sentences made California’s 
illegal. 

Prosecutor John L. Taylor 
declared it is in the court’s 
discretion to consider mitigat¬ 
ing circumstances itself—even 
after a jury verdict—amd that 
witnesses may be called in a 
separate hearing. 

Mr. White wants Judge 
Golde to rule that California’s 
penalty law is illegal. 

Jackson was found guilty of 
the stabbing deaths of Mrs. 
Doris Bryant, 68, and her 
husband, Clarence Bryant, 75, 
and Michael Moore, 27, all 
mortuary employes. The jury 
in its penalty verdict did not 
find that the special circum¬ 
stances included burglary in 
commission of the slayings. 

The state held that the pur¬ 
pose of the attacks with a 
butcher knife was to gain 
entry to the mortuary’s prepa¬ 
ration room in order to steal 
bottles of embalming fluid for 
the manufacture of synthetic 
marijuana cigarets to sell in 
the underworld drug market. 

Jackson, arrested for a re¬ 
puted rape in Berkeley, de¬ 
nied the killings. However, 
under cross-examination, he 
did not explain where he was 
the fatal night or spots of 
blood on a jacket found in his 
home at 879 44th St., accord¬ 
ing to the prosecution. 

The state called as witness- 


Sentence 


es friends of the defendant 
who attested to incriminating 
evidence linking Jackson to 
the crimes. One said that he 
had been urged to join with 
Jackson in the robbery of the 
mortuary at 3476 Piedmont 
Ave. and been shown a butch¬ 
er knife the defendant assert- 


edly said he was going to use 
and that Jackson said he was 
going to kill anybody in his 
way. 

Another witness companion 
told of Jackson showing up 
with a bottle of fluid which 
the defendant used to soak a 
parsley cigaret in an experi- 


i uiunc 

Fri., July 9, 1976 


Ruled 

ment to make an ersatz mari¬ 
juana reefer by baking it in 
an oven. The test fizzled, he 
said. 

Mr. Taylor said that the 
defendant “cased” the mortu¬ 
ary by pretending he wanted 
to become a mortician stu¬ 
dent. 










State Death Law 
Ruled Unconstitutional 


V lU/fT 

Alameda Coudty Superior c8Wr 
Judge Stanley P. Golde today held Cali¬ 
fornia's death penalty law unconstitu¬ 
tional in se^teneing^onvicted triple kill¬ 
er Michae^ Jackson/^, instead, to life 
imprtsomnei 

A jury on July 8 found special cir¬ 
cumstances around the murders in the 
Albert Brown Mortuary in Oakland to be 
true, and called for an automatic death 
penalty. 

Jackson was lounti 
degree murder in the stabbing deaths of 
Mrs. Doris Bryant, 68, and her husband, 
Clarence, 75. and Michael Moore, 27, all 
mortuary employes. The evidence was 
capped with the discovery of a button 
from Jackson’s jacket found beside the 
body of Mrs. Bryant. 


In ruling the death penalty unconsti¬ 
tutional, Judge Golde cited three recent 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions. T*hese 
require the consideration of mitigating 
circumstancesNmd personal characteris¬ 
tics of the defendant in a first degree 
murder case. 

The judge found the\973 state legisla- 

Continued Ba£fc Page, Col. 3 


Jackson had entered the mortuary on 
Jan. 31, 1974 for the purpose of stealing 
embalming fluid for the manufacture of 
synthetic marijuana cigarettes for sale 
in the drug market. Several bottles of 
the fluid were smashed as he ran out of 
the building and circumstantial and 
physical evidence established his guilt. 
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Death Sentence Ruling 

Slayer Lucky, Lawyer Says 

11 1971? 


By HAVELOCK HUNTER 

Mass slayer Michael_Jackson today “can consi¬ 
der himself a very luckjTtnaiv” in-escaping Death 
Row at San Quentin, in the opinion of his veteran 
criminal defense lawyer. 

Clinton W. White, who has been practicing law 
since 1949, was commenting on yesterday’s action by 
Superior Court Judge Stanley P. Golde in sentencing 
Jackson to life in prison for the stabbing murders of 
three employes of an Oakland mortuary in 1974. 

The judge, a top-flight defense attorney himself 
before being named to the bench, declared as 
unconstitutional the sentencing provision of Califor¬ 
nia’s death penalty law of 1973. 

He called upon the Legislature to bring the 
provision within the guidelines of five recent deci¬ 
sions of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Judge Golde struck out the imposition of the 
automatic sentence of death provided in state law 
for a defendant who has been convicted of first 
degree murder and a finding by a jury that special 
circumstances surrounding the act be true. 

Jackson, 23, was convicted by a jury of first 
degree murder in the fatal stabbings of Doris 
Bryant, 68, her husband, Clarence. 75, and Michael 
Moore, 27, in the Albert Brown Mortuary at 3476 
Piedmont Ave. the night of Jan. 31, 1974. 

The jury found to be true six special circumstances, 
including burglary in the commission of the slay¬ 
ings. California’s current law provides that in such 
instances capital punishment is required. 

In weighing the imposition of a mandatory 
sentence. Judge Golde concluded that the sentencing 
sections do not provide “the means by which the 
penalty process may be revised so that the defend¬ 
ant’s own character and other factors in mitigation 
may be considered.” 

Trial prosecutor John L. Taylor had successfully 
opposed introduction by White of mitigating circum¬ 


stances. Since he was absent on vacation yesterday, 
Asst. Dist. Atty. John J. Meehan announced an 
appeal will be carried to state Supreme Court on 
Judge Golde’s reduction of sentence. 

Mr. White told reporters after the sentencing 
that his client “had nothing much else going for 
him” save the defense attack on the state law. He 
said that Jackson was “strictly raised” by his 
parents but that “drugs blew him.” 

These were elements White had hoped to get 
before the jury as mitigating circumstances. 

The people’s case established that Jackson 
forced his way into the darkened mortuary, slew the 
attendants one by one as they tried to intercept him, 
and carried away bottles of embalming fluid to 
make synthetic marijuana cigarets for sale in the 
underworld drug market. 

A button of his jacket was found by the body of 
Mrs. Bryant and a friend told of Jackson displaying 
a butcherknife and revealing his plan of attack and 
theft. Jackson became a suspect after he was 
arrested on a Berkeley rape charge. Mr. White has 
moved to dismiss that count in preparation for a 
hearing Sept. 27. 

Judge Golde’s remarks on pronouncement of 
sentence stressed the fact that the U. S. Supreme 
Court has held in recent southern states cases “that 
a capital sentencing system is unconstitutional 
unless it allows the sentencing authority to consider 
mitigating circumstances,” adding: 

“A constitutional requirement is the need for 
individualized consideration of the conduct of the 
individual as a person but not as a cipher before the 
death penalty permissively can be imposed.” 

He noted that the highest court said in three key 
cases that “such type of evidence as to mitigation 
would be emotional stability of the defendant, prior 
criminal involvement, and the background and 
education of the person charged.” 







Mortuary Killer 


Adm ' ts Ra pe 



ary. 

Returned from the prison 
where he is serving life for the 
slayings, Jackson pleaded 
guilty to a rape count. He also 
admitted aiding and abetting a 
companion to rape the victim 
following her kidnaping. 


a finHo L Jua B e Alan 
A. Lindsay sentenced Jackson 

to life imprisonment on the 
rape charge, making the term 
concurrent with his present 
s ®" ten , ce ; Dismissed were four 
other kidnaping, rape and rob- 
bery counts. 


f Juu s c gave Jackson 
the d H f ° r t I™ 6 SerVed f rem 

Q?a d hlS arrest - Feb - 8 . 

two-man kidnap- 
rape-robbery had occurred the 
previous Jan. 21, and Berkeley 

land home as a suspect. 


They obtained from his fath¬ 
er a brown jacket, described 
by the rape victim. A button 
was missing from it. 


‘“ wlao neiea tnat he button 

were identical to one found b^ 

fi« de n the t> ? dy of Doris Bryant 

stabbed .° f H the u three victim: 
n* d £ dea th in the Albert 

?974 Mortuar y- Jan. 31, 


The button and jacket were 
key pieces of evidence in Jack¬ 
son’s trial for the murders. 

Jackson’s companion in the 
kidnap-rape-robbery pleaded 
guilty earlier and was sent to 
prison. He is Kenneth Eugene 
Davis, 23. 







